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A Gift 
of Love 

Tani Waipa Teaches the Aloha 
Spirit Through Lei-Making 

So many of Hawai`i’s cultural practices and traditions 
revolve around the same intention: act with grace and 
aloha, cherish and preserve the land and sea, take only 
what you need. Whether it’s hula, mele, canoe-building, 
or lei-making, the process is as important as the product.

“Everything is meaningful,” says Tani Waipa, who both 
performs as a musician and teaches as a cultural practi-
tioner at Kings’ Shops at Waikoloa Beach Resort. “In my 
lei-making classes, I share how to be mindful of every 
step, from what materials we use in the lei, to how to pick 
a flower with sensitivity, to keeping in mind that a lei is a 
gift of love, whether it’s for someone else or for yourself.”



WaikoloaBeachResort.com | 32 | WaikoloaBeachResort.com

AN ARTFORM PASSED DOWN
Waipa learned the art of lei-making from her 
grandmother in Hilo as she was growing up. “My 
grandmother went to the harbor for ‘boat day,’” 
Waipa recalls of an earlier era. “She would sell 
her beautiful lei to the passengers as they disem-
barked the ship. I remember her using bright red 
and yellow awapuhi (ginger) flowers as those colors 
represent the ali`i (royalty) of the island.”

Upon departure from the islands, visitors would 
throw their lei into the sea. It was thought that 
if their lei drifted back to shore, they too would 
return to the islands again someday.

Nowadays, Waipa imparts the knowledge she 
gleaned from her grandmother to visitors at Kings’ 
Shops. 

“The first thing I do is take guests across the street 
where there’s a lovely stand of plumeria trees,” she 
says. “I share how to pick the flowers with care, 
gently, being mindful of not breaking a branch or 
over-picking a tree. You see every act has an impact 
on everything else in nature.”

Not only is the tree adversely affected, accord-
ing to Waipa’s way of teaching, but so is every-
thing else that depends on that tree, including 
birds, insects and, of course, the next person who 

comes along looking for flowers. It is like 
over-fishing in the ocean. The entire cycle 
of life is affected.

Next, Waipa shares the art of actually 
making the lei. “There are many styles 
and methods of lei-making throughout 
Polynesia,” she says. “My preferred method 
with plumeria is called ku`i, which means 
‘to pierce.’”

Other methods include hili (braiding a 
single material), often used when making ti 
leaf lei; haku (braiding multiple materials), 
a favored method for flower head lei; and 
hipu`u (knoting), seen frequently in kukui 
leaf lei.

“Depending on where you are and what 
materials you have at hand, lei can be made 
of bark, leaves, shells, nuts, seeds … almost 
anything,” Waipa says. “It’s an art form 
that’s about making a thing of beauty out 
of something that might be overlooked or 
not so beautiful by itself. It’s about what 
you have around you to make a gift. Here 
at Waikoloa Beach Resort, we have these 
magnificent plumeria trees, so that’s what 
we use.”

TRUE HAWAIIAN TRADITION
Lei-making is one of the oldest tradi-
tions of the Polynesian people, having 
come to Hawai`i along with the sea-
faring people who also brought canoe 
plants, tool-making knowledge, and 
other deep-rooted cultural practices 
from other parts of the Pacific. 

Throughout Hawaiian history, lei 
were worn by ali`i as well as common-
ers, and used for purposes as diverse as 
ritualistically cementing a peace accord 
between warring factions of island-
ers, to colorfully celebrating island or 
community pride. Even paniolo were 
known to adorn the brim of their cow-
boy hats with lei.

Still today, pa`ū riders, women in 
flowing skirts and adorned with lei made 
from materials typical of their islands 
and regions, can be seen in Aloha Month 
parades throughout the state. 

In today’s world, lei can be seen piled 
high on the shoulders and around the 
necks of high school and college gradu-
ates, donned at ceremonial events such 

Pà u riders in Aloha Month parades 
throughout the state wear lei representing 
their islands and home regions. At left, 
representing the island of Ni`ihau.

Tani Waipa (on right) teaches  
lei-making classes at Kings' Shops.

For up-to-date  
information on Waikoloa 

Beach Resort, go to 
WaikoloaBeachResort.com

as the opening day of the Hawai`i State 
Legislature or the opening of a business, 
gifted at birthday parties and holidays, 
and many other places.

“One of the things visitors enjoy most 
about the lei-making classes is it makes 
them slow down, be more meditative, 
act with intent,” Waipa says. “Instead of 
running around the island seeing the 
sights, they are able to slow down and be 
part of a true Hawaiian tradition. Those 
are the kinds of experiences that often 
make the best memories.” 



Lava Light Galleries
(808) 756-0778

Lids
(808) 886-1649

Mahina
(808) 886-4000

Olivia Clare Boutique
(808) 657-4307

Pacific Nature
(808) 886-8919

PacSun
(808) 886-0415

Quiksilver
(808) 886-0900

Reyn Spooner
(808) 886-1162

Rider Levett Bucknall
(808) 883-3379

SoHa Living
(808) 464-4268

Sunglass Hut
(808) 886-0274

Volcom
(808) 886-6888

Waikoloa Luxury Cinemas
(808) 464-3009

Windermere C&H Properties 
(808) 883-3321

Yoga Barre
(808) 333-5378

RESTAURANTS
Charly's Thai Cuisine
(808) 886-0591

Dairy Queen
(808) 886-1029

Ippy’s Hawaiian BBQ
(808) 886-8600

Island Gourmet Markets
(808) 886-3577

Kuleana Rum Shack
(808) 238-0786

Marble Slab Creamery
(808) 886-2483

Romano’s Macaroni Grill
(808) 443-5515

Starbucks Coffee
(808) 886-1888

The Bistro at the Cinemas
(808) 796-0083

RESORT
Lava Lava Beach Club
(808) 769-LAVA (5282)

Mai Grille
(at Kings' Clubhouse)
(808) 886-7600

Tropics Ale House
(808) 886-4287

AL FRESCO DINING!
Enjoy outdoor dining at The Bistro 
at the Cinema, Kuleana Rum Shack, 
Romano's Macaroni Grill or on our 
outdoor shaded seating area just 
outside of the food court.

KINGS’ SHOPS
RETAIL & SERVICES
Aesthetic by Genesis Gallery
(808) 731-6280

Big Island Motorcycle
(808) 886-2011

Compass Real Estate
(808) 430-2184

Crazy Shirts
(808) 886-9303

Giving Bracelets 
(808) 445-9951

Hawaii Vacation Condos by Outrigger
(808) 886-0036

Honolua Surf Co.
(808) 886-6422

Hulakai
(808) 731-7945

Jams World
(808) 796-3182

Kohala Coast Fine Art
(808) 886-4240

Kohala Coast Properties, Inc. 
(808) 886-6600

Kona Harley Davidson 
(808) 464-4033

Martin & MacArthur
(808) 886-0696

Mary Jane's
(808) 886-2707

Michael Kors
(808) 886-2653

Na Hoku
(808) 886-7599

Noa Noa
(808) 886-5449

4 | WaikoloaBeachResort.com

Here’s a list of all shops and 
restaurants currently open at 
Waikoloa Beach Resort. Hours vary, 
and the list is always changing, so 
please call ahead to be sure.

Queens' MarketPlace welcomes 
Hawaii Fluid Art, which recently 
celebrated their grand opening. Artist 
Maya Ratcliff displays her own works 
and also teaches you how to make 
your own pieces.

Book a class today and start gifting 
extraordinary, handcrafted pieces 
of art or turning your home into a 
personal gallery. Art classes make 
wonderful gifts too!

(808) 344-4878

RE/MAX Lava Luxury (COMING SOON)
(808) 756-4285

Rip Curl
(808) 886-1952

Royal Gold
(808) 886-1952

Shell Gas Station
(808) 886-9512

Sunglass Hut
(808) 886-0593

Team Clean
(808) 944-8255

Tiffany & Co
(808) 886-1931

Tommy Bahama
(808) 886-8865

Tori Richard
(808) 886-8308

Whaler's General Store
(808) 886-7057

RESTAURANTS
A-Bay’s Island Grill
(808) 209-8494

Original Big Island Shave Ice Co.
(808) 895-6069

Foster's Kitchen
(808) 657-4500

Island Fish and Chips 
(808) 886-0005

Roy's Waikoloa Bar & Grill
(808) 886-4321

QUEENS’ 
MARKETPLACE
RETAIL & SERVICES
Bike Works Beach & Sport
(808) 886-5000

Blue Ginger
(808) 886-0022

Cariloha 
(808) 886-2608

Claire’s
(808) 886-8905

Craig Fostvedt DDS
(808) 886-0891

Crocs Shoe Store
(808) 886-0213

Fidelity National Title
(808) 451-2360

Genesis Galleries
(808) 886-1770

Hawaiian Dream Properties
(808) 883-9550

Hawaii Fluid Art 
(808) 344-4878

Hawaii Life Real Estate
(808) 667-5028

Hawaiian Ukulele and Guitar
(808) 315-2919

Island Pearls
(808) 886-4817

Kona Surf N’ Sandals
(808) 886-0898

KOR Salon
(808) 886-8090

Kozy's Comedy and Magic Show
(808) 430-1957

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Rider+Levett+Bucknall&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8
https://queensmarketplace.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jkgsn-wjrihijjt-x/
https://queensmarketplace.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jkgsn-wjrihijjt-k/
https://queensmarketplace.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jkgsn-wjrihijjt-u/
https://queensmarketplace.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jkgsn-wjrihijjt-o/
https://queensmarketplace.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jkgsn-wjrihijjt-b/
https://queensmarketplace.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jkgsn-wjrihijjt-p/

